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WASHINGTON ELLSWORTH LINDSEY
By IRA C. IHDE

*

Youth and Early Manhood

'WASHINGTON ELLSWORTH LINDSEY exemplified the spirit
of a pioneering and progressive family. The third
governor of. the state of New Mexico was born on December
20, 1862, near Armstrong Mills in Belmont County, Ohio.
He lived the normal life of an Ohio farm youth for his time.
He slept in the loft. of the log house, which he reached by
climbing a straight ladder along the wall. The boy loved to
fish in nearby Capitana Creek, to roam the fields in search
of arrow heads, and to tramp through the woods to his favorite persimmon tree. As he was the sixth of eight children,
he was disciplined frequently by the older members of the
family.
Washington Lindsey began his educational career in a
one-room, brick school building at Armstrong Mills. He began attending the village school at the age of seven, and
attended four months each year until he was seventeen.
Due to the large number of pupils for the one teacher, individual recitations were very infrequent. However, because
of his love for history and mathematics, he became proficient
in these subjects. Upon completion of the course offered at
the village school, he entered Scio College in Harrison
County, Ohio. This was a Methodist supported institution
which united in 1911 with Mount Union College of Alliance,
• Dr. Ira C. Ihde is a member of the faculty of the Eastern New Mexico University. This article is a condensation of his doctoral dissertation, University of New
Mexico. 1950.
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Ohio. The "One Study System" was in vogue at Scio College.
A student devoted himself exclusively to the study of one
subject until he could pass a proficiency examination. Upon
successful completion of an examination, he devoted his time
to another subject. After displaying a superior grasp of history, government, and mathematics, Washington Lindsey
was graduated in the spring of 1884 with the Bachelor of
Science degree.
While at Scio, he was inspired by a Professor Smith to
continue his education after graduation. He wished to stay
in school, but lacked the necessary funds. The next four
years, then, were spent in accumulating funds and in developing a philosophy of life. Any and all odd jobs were welcomed by him; he even took up amateur boxing to aid his
finances. Most of his time, however, was devoted to teaching
short terms of school. The young man migrated from place
to place, teaching in country schools in Ohio and Michigan,
and later at West Point and Mohament in Piatt and Champaign Counties in Illinois.
Washington Lindsey matriculated at the University of
Michigan in the spring of 1888, and in June, 1891, received
the degree of LL.D. from this institution. While at Michigan,
he was active in student life. He was always an advocate
of westward expansion. Because of his interest and respect
for Horace Greeley, his classmates attached to him the
nickname of "Greeley." Although he was opposed to polygamy, the young man had a great admiration for the westward migration of the Mormons. His forensic society
selected him to represent it in debates on a phase of the
Mormon question involving the Edmunds Act. The respect
with which he was held by his classmates is shown by the
fact that he was elected vice-president of his class.
While attending Michigan, Washington Lindsey's life
was particularly influenced by several individuals. He did
some special work under H. B. Adams, a noted statistician,
who was in the service of the Federal government. He was
a pliant student of the renowned John Dewey, professor of
philosophy at Michigan from 1884 to 1888. James R. Angell
was a close friend from among his classmates. Angell later
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became an eminent psychologist, a professor .at the University of Chicago for many years, and then president of
Yale University. This friendship was maintained by correspondence and visits throughout the life of Washington
Lindsey.
Having finished law school, he soon embarked on a long
delayed marriage. While at Scio College, he was chosen to
carry. the lead in a college play. Cast to play opposite him
was Amanda "Mattie" Haughton of Easton, Michigan. Lindsey-played the character of a young man named "Wade,"
while "Mattie" was cast as a young lady named "Deane.';
The enacted love scenes initiated a romance which later culminated in marriage. The rest of their lives, "Mattie" called
Lindsey "Wade" and Lindsey called her "Deane."
Washington Lindsey and his wife had three children:
Howard Wade, born in Chicago, December 25, 1893; Helen
Marr, born in Chicago, August 1, 1898; and Michael Roosevelt, born in Portales, New Mexico, on January 7, 1904. The
latter was named after Miguel A. Otero, Governor of the
Territory of New Mexico, and Theodore Roosevelt, President of the United States. Both were progressive Republicans at the time of the boy's birth and both'were greatly
admired by his father.
In July, following his graduation in June, 1891, Lindsey
began the practice of law in Chicago. His success for the
first year was mediocre, but as the .years passed there were
signs of the development of a promising career. A certain
amount of restlessness and the lure of the west, however,
was in the background of his mind. He followed keenly the
movement to the west. At the outbreak of the war with
Spain, he offered his services to his country. He was commissioned captain of Company L of the provisional division
in Illinois; however, the armistice was signed before his
regiment was inducted into service.
He took an active part in Illinois politics, and was a
delegate to the Republican State Convention at Peoria, in
May, 1900. The men whom he helped to nominate were
elected that fall after he had left the state.
In the meantime, Mrs. Lindsey was seemingly growing
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deaf. Her physician advised her to move from Chicago to a
high and dry climate. This suggestion was welcomed by her
husband. He was solicitous of her health, and felt that the
west would offer opportunities for a young man with a legal
background. Mrs. Lindsey, with her two children, came west
in an exploratory trip. She first went to Salida, Colorado,
but this did not seem satisfactory. She then went to Roswell,
New Mexico. After residing there for one month, her husband joined her in May, 1900. But Roswell, too, did not seem
satisfactory because the water disagreed with Mrs. Lindsey.
On June 20, 1900, they located at Portales, New Mexico,
where they were to spend a quarter of a century of their
lives, and to take an active part in the development of New
Mexico.
Civic Interests
Myriad were the activities of Washington Lindsey after
his arrival in Portales. The entire area of what is now
Roosevelt County at that time, with the exception of probably twenty quarters, was "free" government land. Lindsey
applied for an appointment as United States Commissioner,
and on July 10, 1900, the appointment was received from
Chief Justice Mills of the Territorial Supreme Court. Thousands of homestead filings were made before him. Lindsey,
himself, bought out the claim of someone on a homestead'
in North Portales. Upon this 160 acre tract, he immediately
built a small home. Later he enlarged it and, except for short
intervals, this remained his home throughout his life.
Lindsey served as United States Commissioner for sixteen years, from 1900 to 1916. During those years the duties
of his office took up most of his time, but not all of it. He
was actively engaged in the practice of law, and in promoting various business enterprises which have proved of decided value to the community. He was identified with practically all of the activities of the town and the community.
The promotion of townsites was one of Lindsey's business ventures. In company with John Brown Sledge, he
formed the Portales Townsite Company, and was president
and chief promoter of this organization from 1902 to 1911.
A large portion of Lindsey's homestead was converted into
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town lots. In addition, much of the original townsite of Portales was purchased by this company and sold to individuals
who sought new homes in the west. In the early years, in
making his contacts, he traveled in a two-seated hack drawn
by one horse, called "Old Mouse." After discarding this
mode of conveyance, which had become a familiar sight in
Portales, he purchased his first automobile, which he called
the "Bull Moose."
The promotion of townsites in the surrounding communities, with various associates, engaged another portion
of Lindsey's time. Early in the centurY,the Atchison, Topeka, and Santa Fe Railroad Company was contemplating
a site for its shops somewhere along its proposed line between Amarillo, Texas, and Vaughn, New Mexico. These
shops were finally located at Clovis, .and it was here that
Lindsey realized nice profits from the sale of original townsite lots which he had bought for speculative purposes.
However, while the location was still in doubt, Lindsey and
his associates bought land along the route, and established
two other townsites, in hopes of securing the Santa Fe shops.
They laid out town lots and named the places La Lande and
Taiban. Both Taiban ~nd La Lande became railroad stations,
and La Lande gave promise of growth; for a time it had a
college and a newspaper;· The census of 1940 gives Taiban
an estimated population of one hundred, and La Lande
thirty-five. Both bear testimony to the optimism of a pioneering and progressive spirit. As a monument to that
spirit, there still stands at La Lande a beautiful but empty
Santa Fe station.
During the years of his multiple activities, Washington
Lindsey acquired considerable property and financial holdings. He owned several farms, some livestock, business
buildings, and some bank stock. After business hours he
enjoyed supervising the farm near his home. On this farm
he had a small herd of cattle, and hired men, working under
his direction, took care of them and farmed the land.
Lindsey was a booster for his home area: He gave a
generous and encouraging hand to the Commercial Club and
to the geographical area of his home. He cultivated friend-
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ship and fellowship in his home, his church, and his fraternal organizations. He promoted the expansion of dry
land and irrigation farming in his community.
Prodded by Lindsey and John A. Fairly, William H.
Andrews, territorial delegate from New Mexico, was instrumental in getting a forest reserve for Roosevelt County in
1905. It was a strip in the northern part of the county,
running east from the present site of Melrose to the state
line. It was eight miles wide and thirty miles long but no
trees were ever planted. A full time forest ranger lived in
Portales for over two years. The reserve project was abandoned and restored to the public domain in March, 1907.
Boosting for the home area agriculturally, Lindsey first
experimented with dry land crops; later he became an ardent advocate of irrigation. He was one of the first to try
dry land cotton growing in Roosevelt County, and his
original half acre of planting was successful. When the federal government distributed free cotton seed, which was
especially adapted to arid lands, he encouraged the local
farmers to submit their names to him so that he might
get their allotment from the territorial delegate in Congress,
W. H. Andrews.
Living in a semi-arid land, 'Lindsey loved trees of all
kinds. He planted many of them and encouraged others to
do so. On his frequent trips to Ohio, he brought back walnuts
and successfully grew them into trees.
But the promotion of irrigation in the Portales Valley
was his first love. When information was received in Portales that an artesian flow of water had been discovered near
the present site of Artesia, New Mexico, much interest was
shown in this event by the citizens of Portales. Accordingly,
sponsored by Lindsey, a pool of money was collected in the
fall of 1902 for the purpose of drilling a test well. In 1903
and 1904 a Mr. Jessup was employed to drill the well. It was
found that the well would flow only by mechanical means;
it was not artesian. This however did not discourage Lindsey, but his enthusiasm was not shared by all and the project
was soon abandoned.
A second stimulus to the Portales irrigation project
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occurred on May 20, 1909, when Delegate Andrews introduced a bill in Congress to set up a fund of $300,000 for an
electric plant at Portales. The bill went the way of most
bills; it died in the committee. It did, however, arouse local
interest and local efforts. A citizens' committee, with Lindsey
as chairman, was appointed to confer with the Westinghouse
Company of Pittsburgh relative to the possibility of establishing a power plant in Portales.
In the meantime, several individually sponsored test
wells were sunk, two of them by Lindsey. Both of them
were successful in producing a generous flow of water.
After a considerable amount of promotion and several
mass meetings, the Portales Irrigation Company was incorporated on December 14, 1909. Its chief promoter, Lindsey,
was unanimously elected president. A contract was drawn
with the Westinghouse Company. The general plan was to
have the farmers subscribe a minimum of 10,000 acres for
irrigation. They were to make an initial payment of $3.50
an acre, and to pay in annual installments until a total of
thirty-five dollars an acre had been paid. The Westinghouse
Company was to hold a mortgage on the farms as security;
it in turn was to erect the huge power plant and supply
current to the individual farms. Rapid progress was made
in getting subscriptions for a while but not without minor
difficulties. By July 21, 1910, fifty-six wells were pumping
with an average of from 750 to 1,470 gallons per minute.
A Water Carnival was held in Portales on August 18,19, and
20 to celebrate the first year of operation of the plant. On
February 1, 1912, there were sixty-nine wells powered fropl
the central plant. During the fall of 1913, the company
began its first extension by adding thirty miles of line and
twenty-five new wells. This project was completed by March,
1914, and the total length of power lines at this time was
105 miles.
But the task of converting dry land into production was
not all smooth sailing. As early as 1911, ten per cent of the
subscribers were unable to meet the payments due in that
year. Furthermore, in that same year, due to the need of
repairs and the mechanical overhauling of the engines, there
GOVERNOR LINDSEY
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was a shortage of power and likewise of water during the.
heat of summer. Lack of proper marketing facilities for
perishable products depreciated the outlook for profits. The
number of delinquent subscribers increased. It was not always possible for a farmer to get water when he most
needed it. Individual pumping systems were installed increasingly year by year, and became serious competitors of
the central plant. The Portales Power and Irrigatic)ll Company as such, became defunct in 1917. The bond holders
acquired over seven thousand acres of the best land in the
Portales Valley. It was appraised at twenty dollars per acre.
The probable loss to the irrigation company was estimated
at $500,000.
It was a heavy blow to Lindsey. He grieved for the losses
of his friends, and personally lost $50,000 in the venture.
The· co-operative project failed but it demonstrated the
possibilities of irrigation in the valley. Today the Portales
Valley has over 30,000 acres under irrigation. The leading
crops are grain sorghums, peanuts, sweet potatoes, garden
truck, and cotton. The total estimated income from these
crops, for the year 1948, was $4,000,000. Much of the credit
due to this progress in irrigation farming must be given to
the prophetic vision and dauntless courage of Washington
E. Lindsey.

A Friend of Education
The cause of free public education always needs friends.
In a frontier area these friends are invaluable; such a friend
of education was Washington E. Lindsey. A section of public
school fand was located near 'Portales while the town was in
need of money to sponsor its elementary school system.
Lindsey conceived the idea that this public land could be sold
to the local school board at a nominal price; the board, in
turn, could re-sell the land as city lots, and realize a nice
profit for the school fund. He worked on this project persistently until it was accomplished.
In the meantime, financial difficulties were jeopardizing
the length of the school term. In February of 1908, the
chairman of the school board called a special meeting of the
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patrons to discuss the proposed closing of the schools at
the end of the seventh month because of lack of funds. At
this meeting many patrons, one of whom was Lindsey,
voiced their opposition to the plan. Lindsey made an address
in which he pleaded for the extension of the school term,
and in which he gave an intelligent account of the manner
in which the school funds were raised and in what manner
they might lawfully be disbursed. The schools did not close.
That Lindsey had a long range vision for the school program is indicated by his advocacy of conserving school lands
as a constant source of revenue, and of disposing them only
when at a premium. This was his constant policy through
the years.
Lindsey's interest in education extended to the higher
educational institutions. He believed in sending New Mexico
youth to New Mexico colleges; and to have a college near the
home town, if possible. Even .previous to the constitutional
convention, he thought of a college for the eastern side of
New Mexico. He was not successful in gaining a normal
school in Portales immediately, but he had a hand in laying
the groundwork for a future college at that place. Commenting on this activity, Thomas J. Mabry observed that
"W. E. Lindsey and J. C. Compton worked hard with me
for an east side normal." The result of this hard work was
a provision in the organic constitution for a normal school in
one of the six counties which in 1910 constituted the eastern
side of the state.
In appraising the administration of Governor Lindsey,
Dr. Frank H. H. Roberts, former president of New Mexico
Normal University, stated: "His friendship to the movement
in education merits one of his claims to a place in the history of the state."
The welfare of the non-English speaking New Mexican
soldier was one of his problems while he was governor.
Rumors were current that these men were the object of dishimination by American Army officers. The Governor made
a tour of inspection through Camp Kearny and Camp Cody,
a result of which was that schools of instruction were established in both camps for those who could not speak the
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English language. Cordial relations were sponsored between
Spanish-speaking and English-speaking soldiers.
In his administration, Governor Lindsey personally sponsored more generous appropriations for the educational
institutions; and he sponsored and signed several bills which
have promoted the cause of education in New Mexico. Important educational laws enacted during his administration
made it possible to teach high school courses with credit in
the rural districts; to promote co-operative extension work
in agriculture and home economics; to centralize and control
the rural schools for efficiency, and for more economical
administration by the creation of county boards. Other important educational laws provided for an annual appropriation to the Historical Society of New Mexico for the
maintenance of public exhibits in the State Museum, the
acceptance of the museum by the state, and an authorization for the use of the museum by the School of American
Research.
Probably one of the greatest contributions that Lindsey
made to the cause of education was his service as president
of the Portales Board of Education. He had a long tenure
in that capacity, serving from 1910 to 1916, and again from
1919 until his death in 1926. While Lindsey was the chairman of the board, that body worked on democratic principles
in the management of the public schools. After plans and
specifications for new school buildings had been drawn, they
were exhibited to the public in Lindsey's office. In a current
news item he stated that the board wished to invite the citizens of the school district to examine the plans and specifications and to submit such suggestions thereon as may occur
to them. The annual report of the board of education, written and submitted for publication by Lindsey, urged all
patrons to attend the sessions of the board and to criticize
and make suggestions to the members.
That Lindsey was democratic in school policies is further
evidenced by his work in the constitutional convention. In
reporting to the citizens of Roosevelt County regarding the
actions of that body he stated that the reactionaries or
"stand patters" desired appointive supreme and district
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courts, an appointive attorney general, an appointive superintendent of public instruction, but that these officers were
now elected. He further stated that he had something to do
with the provision that women might vote at elections for
school officers and be eligible for election to school offices.
That he practiced these precepts is evidenced by the fact
that he was instrumental in getting Mrs. J. P. Stone as a
member of the Portales Board. She was the first woman to
serve in that capacity in the entire area. Thus, the wide
range of Lindsey's educational activities designate him as a
friend of education.

Political Activities
The lure of politics was fascinating to Lindsey throughout his lifetime. By conscientious effort he left ·an enviable
record of achievement along political lines for his city, his
county, and his state. His first endeavor for community
building was in writing a bill to create Roosevelt County
and securing its passage through a territorial legislature.
The population increase in eastern New Mexico was due,
in part, to the building of the Pecos Valley and Northeastern
Railroad in 1898; the population increase, in turn, created
a demand for a new county. The county seat for the area
at that time was at Roswell, a distance of over ninety miles.
If Portales could be made a center of local government, not
only would it bring business to town, but it would also eliminate much wearisome travel to and from Roswell.
The bill for the new county was drawn up by Lindsey
and introduced in the territorial council by Albert Fall. On
February 28, 1903, Roosevelt County was created by the
signature of Governor M. A. Otero.
His work in the creation of Roosevelt County was just
the beginning of the political activity of Lindsey. In a sense,
it served as a step to a political appointment in the newly
created county. Governor Otero, on March 23, 1903, designated him as the probate clerk, a position which he held until
the end of 1904. Lindsey's conscientious work as county
probate clerk and the proper political connections led, in
1905, to his appointment as assistant district attorney. He
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held this position throughout the year 1909, serving under.
District Attorney J. M. Hervey, of Roswell. Later, while
governor, Lindsey appointed his former chief as special
counsel in the attorney general's office.
Direction of the county Republican organization was
virtually a lifelong political activity of Lindsey. With the
exception of two slight interruptions at his own request, he
served continuously as county Republican chairman from
the inception of the county in 1903 until his death. While he
held the office, harmony pervaded the county Republican
ranks at all times. No doubt in most respects his leadership
as county Republican chairman paralleled that of other
county chairmen of his day. He called meetings, presided at
them, introduced speakers, released publicity, and promoted
party harmony to the best of his ability. Perhaps the most
striking element of his leadership was his policy of writing
resolutions, having them approved, and then having them
published in the county papers. This. feature was in line
with his political policy of writing many open letters to t~e
public stating his specific views on the questions of the day.
The county convention resolutions appeared regularly.
The county Republican chairmanship led to state political connections and activities. The newspaper files record
that in 1904 he attended the territorial Republican state
convention at Las Vegas. In 1908 he was at the territorial
Republican convention at Silver City which was "very harmonious," and in which "the sentiment was very strongly
expressed in favor of Taft as the next nominee of the party
for president." Three years later he was a delegate to the
territorial convention at Las Vegas; and in 1918 he headed
the Roosevelt County delegation in the state meeting in
Santa Fe. In the state convention of 1921, held in Santa Fe,
he was "honored by being placed on the resolutions
committee."
Portales became an incorporated municipality in February, 1909. The unanimous choice for mayor of the new
town was W. E. Lindsey, who served until the spring election of 1910 when he refused to further consider the mayoralty. Lindsey and his "Home Protection Ticket" won on a
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progressive and prohibition program. They favored the construction of a mun'icipal water and light plant and the banishment of the saloons in Portales. In regard to the latter,
the issue was made by the winning ticket as strictly in favor
of prohibition for Portales. Immediately after election, the
city administration promoted and held a bond election and
passed city "ordinances that put the saloon temporarily out
of business." A municipal water, light, and sewer system
was installed at the expense of $80,000. Both the dry ordinances and the municipal projects after they' got underway.
drew consider~ble opposition. Some citizens charged that
favoritism was being shown to members of the city council
in the matter of public utilities, while other objected to what
they called dictatorial methods in handling the liquor problem; nevertheless, the projects were carried on to a success.ful conclusion. Today, the city of Portales still owns and
operates its municipal water and sewer plant;' its light plant
was sold' to the Southwestern Public Service Company in
1925; and Roosevelt County is one of the two remaining dry
counties in New Mexico.
Within a month after the first bond election of the city
of Portales, the mayor went on an exploratory trip to nearby
cities to study their municipal programs. On his return, he
wrote an open Jetter to the public in which he reported his
findings and in which he laid down the broad plans of the
program of improvement of his own city. That the program
of instituting a municipal light, water, and sewer project
for Portales was successful is a matter of record. The success of the city dry ordinances is a matter of conjecture,
but, Lindsey held that they worked well. When speaking for
local option in the state constitutional convention, he said
that the people of Portales had lived under prohibitiQn
ordinances for eighteen months and were satisfied. He
further stated that Roosevelt County had accumulated in its
court fund a balance exceeding $6,000 or $7,000, had reduced
its tax rate for the court fund from six to three mills on the
dollar, and that "the jail has stood practically empty since
the saloons have been banished."
Chronologically the next important political activity of
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Lindsey was his work in the state constitutional convention.
Soon after the national congress passed the enabling act for
New Mexico, and the territorial allotment for delegates to
a constitutional convention had been set up, the Republicans
of Roosevelt County nominated him as delegate. His contributions in the convention will be treated in subsequent pages.
In the year following the state constitutional convention,
the Republicans of Roosevelt County, by convention, nominated Lindsey for the office of state senator from Roosevelt
County. It was a fitting tribute to the Republican member
of the constitutional convention from his home constituents.
However, Roosevelt County is on the Democratic eastside of
New Mexico and the result was a defeat for Lindsey. Practically the only campaigning engaged in by him in this first
state election was the publication of an open letter to the
electorate of Roosevelt County. The letter gave a frank and
sincere statement of his political philosophy. In it he advocated a powerful elected tax commission, a retention of state
lands until they could be sold for an appreciable price, state
wide prohibition, direct election of United States senators,
and the direct primary. He also favored a corrupt practice
law, homestead exemption from the property tax, reduction
of legal interest rates from twelve to ten per cent, the location of a Normal School at Portales, and the initiative,
referendum, and recall in state government.
Lindsey's next step up the political ladder was his nomination and election as lieutenant-governor. He had been a
member of the state Republican convention which nominated
the first group of Republican candidates for office in the new
state.. In this convention, he unsuccessfully opposed the
nomination for governor of Holm O. Bursum, Again in
1916, Lindsey unsuccessfully opposed Bursum, but finally
accepted the nomination to campaign as his running-mate.
He was a representative of the progressive element of the
Republican party, while Bursum was the leader of the socalled Old Guard Republicans. While Lindsey took little
active part in the campaign, he managed the interests of the
Republican party in Roosevelt County and introduced Republican state candidates when they appeared in his area.
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The Republicans and Democrats split the two gubernatorial offices in the election of 1916. Ezequiel C. de Baca,
Democrat, was made chief executive with a total vote of
32,732; against 31,524 for Bursum. For the office of lieutenant-governor Lindsey, with a vote of 32,742; defeated W. C.
McDonald, Democrat, who polled 31,757 votes. Returns of
Roosevelt County gave McDonald a majority of 602 votes
over Lindsey, while de Baca's majority over Bursum was
804. But Lindsey polled the largest vote of the four and
ran far ahead of his ticket on the eastern side of the state.
On January 1, 1917, Lindsey was sworn into the office
of lieutenant-governor. He presided over the early deliberations of the senate of the third legislature from January 9
to February 19. On January 1, 1917, in Saint Vincents
Sanitarium in Santa Fe, E. C. de Baca took the oath of
office as governor. This was the occasion for the first meeting of the two men and they here pledged to each other their
support and co-operation for the administration. The cordial
relations thus initiated between the two continued until
February 18, 1917, the date of Governor de Baca's death.
The last step in the series of political activities was taken
by him a few years after he relinquished the governor's
chair. In 1924 he was chosen as a delegate from New Mexico
to the National Republican Convention which met in Cleveland, Ohio. In this convention, he cast his votes for the
nomination of Calvin Coolidge and Charles G. Dawes, for
president and vice-president respectively. After their nomination as the Republican candidates, he campaigned actively for their election. Thus, the life of political activity
of Washington E. Lindsey was progressive; it began in the
county, enlarged to the state, and closed on the national
scene.

Framing the State Constitution

The struggle for New Mexico's entry into the Union
was a long one. It began soon after General Kearny's conquest and continued with accelerated intensity until its final
culmination in 1912. After more than fifty bills on the subject had been drafted, a bill introduced by Delegate W. H.
Andrews on February 3, 1909, and supported by Senator
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Matthew S. Quay of Pennsylvania, became the basis for
statehood. Modified to a minor extent, this bill became the
victorious Enabling Act passed by Congress for New Mexico
on June 20, 1910. This act authorized a constitutional convention, stipulated the number of delegates, and appropriated $100,000 for the expenses involved. It provided that the
election of delegates to the convention should be held not
less than sixty days nor more than ninety days after the
passage of the act.
On June 29, 1910,' Governor Mills issued a proclamation
calling for an election on September 6 to select the delegates
to the convention. On July 21, County Republican Chairman
Lindsey issued an official call to the Republicans of Roosevelt County to meet on August 9 for the purpose of nominating three candidates on the Republican ticket as delegates to
the constitutional convention. One of the candidates nominated by the Republicans was Lindsey.
The following week, in one of his characteristic open letters to the public, Lindsey announced his platform and the
objectives for which he would strive if elected. After extolling the principles and privileges of democratic government,
he advocated elective state officials, the secret ballot, the
initiative, referendum, and recall, state wide prohibition, the
direct primary, and proportional representation for minority groups.
The campaign for the election of delegates to the constitutional convention from Roosevelt County was the most
spirited of its political history. The final count of the balloting revealed that one Republican, Lindsey, and two Democrats, James A. Hall and C. M. Compton, had been elected.
The constitutional convention of New Mexico was officially called to order on October 3, 1910. Lindsey was on
hand early for the opening of the convention in Santa Fe,
and in those early hours he learned something of the
machinations of practical politics. He sensed quickly that
all of his idealism would not be incorporated into organic
law, as can be seen from his open letter of October 3 to his
constituents. In this letter he described a pre-convention
.Republican caucus in which the "standpatters had the thing
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all cut and dried." He predicted that the personnel of the
committees as selected in this meeting would draft the constitution section by section and that their recommendations
would be incorporated into the organic document.
The letter was strikingly prophetic and might well have
served as a guide to the convention. The first official appointment received by Lindsey was his membership to the powerful committee on committees whose chairman was Solomon
Luna, of Valencia County. The convention was resolved into
twenty-six standing committees, each designated to write a
portion of the constitution. Lindsey was made chairman of
the committee of ways and means and was a member of two
other committees: taxation and reven~e, and public buildings and institutions.
The chairmanship of the ways and means committee
was a challenge in conscientious stewardship for him. The
national Congress, by the Enabling Act, had appropriated
$100,000 for the cost of the elections and the convention;
Lindsey saw to it that these funds were kept in bounds and
that they were justly apportioned. His committee met for
serious business early in the convention and made a tentative detailed apportionment of the national appropriation.
In this detailed apportiomnent, the committee estimated the
costs as follows: cost of election of delegates, $30,000; cost
of the convention, including salaries of members and employees, printing and other expenses, $675 a day; cost of
election for the adoption or rejection of the constitution,
$30,000. On the basis of this estimate, the committee sensed
that it could not finance a prolonged session of theconvention; therefore, it placed before that body a recommendation
that October 22 be the final date on which files could be
introduced. This recommendation was accepted by the
convention. '
The incident that drew the most fire against the committee on ways and means was the introduction of resolution
No. 21 by Delegate G. A. Richardson, Democrat of Chaves
County, which provided for the printing .of a daily journal
to include, in full, all deliberations of the convention. Lindsey's committee reported adversely on this resolution, mainGOVERNOR LINDSEY
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taining that the cost would be prohibitive. The Democratic
minority charged that the real reason was not cost, but an
effort to hold the deliberations of the convention a secret.
They charged it was but another effort to muzzle the voice
of the minority. The resolution was lost.
The final result of the printing controversy was the adoption of resolution No. 26 by Delegate Lindsey which provided for the printing of one hundred thousand copies of
the draft of the constitution, one half thereof to be printed
in the English language, all for distribution among the
people and voters of the territory.
In his work as a member of the committee on taxation
and revenue he seems to have gone along, as a rule, with
the majority in framing Articles VIII and IX of the constitution. However, he took issue with his Republican colleagues on the matter of assessment. He favored assessment
for taxation nearer to its actual value than the majority of
the committee. He said that "it is very poor advertisement
for New Mexico to have it go abroad that the taxable assessment of New Mexico is less than $60,000,000 when it should
exceed $300,000,000." He favored a state commission empowered to "equalize the levy and assessment of 'taxes,'''
but had to be content with the provision that the legislature
might create one at a later time.
The function of the committee on public buildings and
institutions was largely to approve the institutions as they
already existed under the territorial government, both as to
location and as to administration. In Article XIV, which it
composed, the committee agreed to accept federal lands or
other grants and donations for these institutions. Lindsey's
role on this committee was a matter of approving current
policies and conditions.
The work of the constitutional convention was not left
entirely in the hands of the standing committees. There were
discussions from the floor; influence was exerted upon committees other than the ones of which the delegates were
members. In these deliberations, Lindsey took an active
part; on some of them, he left his impressions. He was particularly interested in such progressive measures as the
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initiative, referendum, recall, woman's suffrage, and elective state officers. He favored benefits for his east-side constituents-such as tax relief and underground water rights
for farmers, and an educational institution for those who
wished higher education in their home area. Prohibition
was another cause that received his interest and support.
In a large measure, Lindsey's efforts for these progressive measures were in vain, but not entirely so. It is
true that no initiative or recall provisions were incorporated
into organic law, but into that organic law went a modified
referendum clause.
In the matter of the promotion of woman's suffrage, in
any form, Lindsey also was in the minority of his party.
The result of the controversy, as far as the organic constitution was concerned, was that women received the right to
vote at school elections, provided that they possessed the
same qualifications as the male electors; and provided,
further, that the right of woman suffrage had not been suspended in the district by a petition against the same
presented by the majority of the voters to the board of
county commissioners. Lindsey's comment on his part in the
framing of that section was that he had "something to do
with the provision that. women might vote at elections for
sChool officers and be eligible for election to school offices."
In his campaign as a delegate to the constitutional convention, Lindsey advocated a direct primary and many elective rather than appointive state offices. In most of these
issues, again, he was at odds with his party leadership at the
convention, but he worked for them when the opportunity
presented itself. Among other activities, he introduced FileNo. 58, which provided for a primary election law, an Australian ballot, and a corrupt practice act. These measures
were not aH incorporated into organic law; but to some
extent, Lindsey's influence helped to incorporate a part of
them. In his previously mentioned open letter concerning his.
efforts in the convention, Lindsey wrote that "the reactionaries" or stand patters desired appointive supreme and.
district courts, an appointive attorney general, an appointive
superintendent of public instruction, and an appointive,
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corporation commission or rather no such commission, in
fact that practically all the officers of the state be appointed
save only the governor." He concluded his account on this
issue by saying, "You're now engaged in the election of all
state officers and a corporation commission."
Again cast in a minority role on the matter of prohibition, Lindsey worked unsuccessfully for its adoption in some
form at the constitutional convention. He introduced File
No. 116 for statewide prohibition; it was referred to the
committee on education which took no action concerning it.
Later a proposition was offered by Delegate Frank W.
Parker providing that upon a petition of one third of the
voters of a county, the question would be submitted to a
vote. The convention voted down the Parker proposition by
a vote of forty-eight to forty-two.
Although not considered one of the leading delegates,
compared to the average of the one hundred members
present, Lindsey contributed more than his share to the
creation of the organic charter. His devotion, his sincerity,
and his untiring efforts at the convention were apparent
in helping to frame a suitable constitution for the state of
New Mexico.
(To be continued)

